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Claims 1-40 and 45-64 are pending in this application with claims 1,14, 29, 30, 31, 36 
and 45 being independent. 

Independent claims 1, 14, 29, 30, 31, 36, and 45, and dependent claims 2-13, 15-28, 32- 
35, 37-40, and 46-64, have been rejected as being unpatentable over Hutton (U.S. Patent No. 
6,513,066) in view of Haumont (U.S. Publication No. 2002/0097709). 

Claims 1, 29, and 31 recite a method, apparatus, and computer program for transferring a 
file from a first client to a second client. Language from claim 1 is quoted below as exemplary. 
Incident to the claimed transfer, are limitations of "sending, through the communications system 
host, a request to the second client to establish a direct connection to the second client; [and] if a 
user of the second client accepts the request, establishing a direct connection to the second client 
that bypasses the communications system host . . ." (emphasis added.) 

Applicant requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1, 29, and 
31 because neither Hutton, Haumont, nor any proper combination of the two describes or 
suggests the recited operation of sending, through the communications system host, a request to 
establish a direct connection with the second client and establishing a direct connection that 
bypasses the communications system host if a user of the second client accepts the request. 

Hutton discloses a communications system 10 that includes a connection server 26, a first 
processing unit 12, and a second processing unit 22. On page 3 of the Office Action, the 
Examiner acknowledges that Hutton does not describe or suggest "if a user of the second client 




Applicant : James Crawford 

Serial No. : 09/597,784 

Filed : June 19, 2000 

Page : 2 of 4 



Attorney's Docket No.: 06975- 
097001 / Communications 21 



accepts the request, establishing a direct connection to the second client that bypasses the 
communications system host" (emphasis added). 

The Examiner therefore refers to the teachings of Haumont to address this deficiency of 
Hutton. Applicant disagrees. 

Haumont describes a communication system that includes a host system, comprised of a 
database 200, multiple gateway nodes GGSN, and multiple serving nodes SGSN, in 
communication with client systems, comprised of multiple user equipments UE, through radio 
access networks RAN. See Fig. 1. 

Haumont's system enables a communication connection to be established between a first 
user equipment UE A and a second user equipment UE B as follows: a first user equipment UE 
A sends a request for establishing a communication connection to a second user equipment UE B 
by forwarding the request to a first serving node SGSN A. By accessing the database 200, the 
first serving node SGSN A identifies and contacts through a direct connection a second serving 
node SGSN B that services second user equipment UE B. The second serving node SGSN B 
contacts the second user equipment UE B to determine whether the second user equipment UE B 
is reachable. If the second user equipment UE B is reachable, the communication connection is 
setup, enabling data to flow from UE A-> SGSN A -> SGSN B -> UE B and vice versa, 
respectively. See Fig. 2 and paragraphs 0032-0039. 

Notably, the direct connection established in Haumont's system is between the serving 
nodes SGSN A and SGSN B of the host system and, therefore, is not a direct connection between 
first user equipment UE A and second user equipment UE B that bypasses the host system. 
Accordingly, Haumont does not describe or suggest establishing a direct connection between 
client systems that bypasses the communications system host through which the connection 
request was sent, much less establishing such a direct connection based on user acceptance of the 
connection request. 

For at least these reasons, applicant requests reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejection of claims 1, 29, 31, and their dependent claims. 
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Claims 14, 30, and 36 recite a method, apparatus, and computer program that include the 
limitation "receiving, through the communications system host, a request from the first client to 
establish a direct connection; enabling a user to accept the request from the first client; 
establishing a direct connection to the first client that bypasses the communications system host; 
..." (emphasis added). For at least the reasons discussed above, applicant requests 
reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 14, 30, 36 and their dependent claims. 

Claim 45 recites a user interface that includes "a first graphical user interface element 
structured and arranged to notify an operator of the second client of a request by the first client to 
establish a direct connection to the second client, the request being communicated to the second 
client by the communications system host and the direct connection bypassing the 
communications system host" (emphasis added) and "a second graphical user interface element 
structured and arranged to enable an operator of the second client to authorize the establishment 
of the direct connection and a file transfer over the direct connection" For at least the reasons 
discussed above, neither Hutton, Haumont, nor any proper combination of the two, describes or 
suggests a user interface element that enables an operator of a second client to authorize 
establishment of a direct connection between the second client and a first client that bypasses the 
communication system host through which the first client sent the request for the connection. 

Applicants submit that all claims are in condition for allowance. 

Please apply any charges or credits to deposit account 06-1050. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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